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KEN WIDELY DISCUSSED IN HUNAN RIGHTS COUNCUS, 
frttuo HIGHONC, ONE Of THE LEADERS Of THE PERMANENT 
ASSEMBLY, RECENTLY INDICATED HIS PERSONAL SUPPORT FOR 
A CONOONAT ION PROPOSAL. HIGNOHE ARuUED THAT AN 
A HUE STY TYPE PROPOSAL WAS NECESSARY BEFORE THE 
MILITARY WOULD PROVIDE INFORMATION REGARDING THE 
WHEREABOUTS Of ”OESA PARtCIOflS* OR RELEASE THE 
CLANDESTINE PRISONERS THEY ARE BELIEVED TO BE HOLD- 
ING. HOST HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS, HOWEVER, VIEW 
THE FUTURE IN TERMS OF EXPLANATIONS AND JUSTICE. 


REF: CONTE, MIGNONE, HARRIS MEMCON OF 12/J3/7S 
1. ^ENTIRE TEXT) 

I. INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY: RADICALS, CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATS, PEROMISTS AND OTHER POUTlClANS HAVE AGAIN 
BEGUN DISCUSSING PROPOSALS FOR "AlVAMCE FORGETFULNESS' 
FOR THE ACTIONS OF ARGENTINA- 3 MIL ' TAfiY IN ITS "OIRTY 
WAR* AGAINST SUBVERSION, AS A CONE IT ION PRECEDENT TO 
POLITICAL NORMALIZATION. ALTHOUGH t'HC’LCY OE OtVfOO" 

IDEA IS BEING DEBATED ONLY WITHIN IHIITED POLITICAL 
CIRCLES, THE FACT THAT THESE PROPOSALS HAVE RESURFACED 
CONSTITUTES AN ESTIMATE BY ARGENTINE POLITICIANS THAT 
THE VIDEl A-VIOLA GOVERNMENT LOCKS LESS VIABLE, 

AND THE PROSPECT FOR CIVILIAN GOVfRMI1E)lT-*Al THOUGH 
STILL FAR IN THE FUTURE--THEREBY MOVES CLOSER. 

END INTRODUCTION *ND SUMMARY. 

3. MANY POLITICAL OBSERVERS HERE lEUEVE THAT THE 
THREAT PERCEIVED 6Y THE ARMED FORCES Of FUTURE 
INVESTIGATIONS OF THEIR COHOUCT OF ANTI-SUBVERSIVE 
OPERATIONS WILL CONSTITUTE A MAJOR OBSTACLE TO 
POLITICAL NORMALIZATION IN ARGENTINA. CONSECUENTL V, 
POLITICIANS IN ARGENTINA DEVELOPED AND ARE NOW AGAIN 
DISCUSSING AMONG TNFMSELVES FORMULAE FOR ASSURING 
THE MILITARY THAT NO *1. REMBURG-T > PE" TRIALS Wilt BE 
HELO IN ARGENTINA UPON THE MILITARY'S VIlHORAWAL FROM 
THE GOVERNMENT. BOTH PERONISIS ANU RAOlCAiS CLAIM 
CREOIt FOR ORIGINATING THE IOES Of A 'LEY OE OlVIDO* 

HAW OF FORGETFULNESS OR CONDCtlAT OM» . 

4. CONDONATION FOR THE Mill T ARY I 
IN TS76 AS TAKING THE FORM OF A ! 

THE LEADERSHIP OF THE POLITICAL FORTIES ANO THE 
MILITARY TO FORGET IN THE FUTURE "HE EXCESSES COMMITTED 
IN THE WAR AGAINST SUBVERSION. ANOTHER BODY OF POLITICAL 
OPINION TODAY HOLDS THAT SUCH A S» CRET COMPACT WOULD 
HOT ASSUAGE THE MILITARY'S CONCERNS AND THAT MORE 
ELABORATE, AMNESTY TYPE PROPOSALS ARE NOW NEEDED. 
■BECENTLY, RADICAL PARTY LEADER BAl BIN TOLD EMBOFF 

PRIVATELY THAT A BROAD AND PUBLIC CONSENSUS WOULD 
IE HEEDED ON THE CONDONATION ISSUE FOR SUCH A 
REMISE TO BE CREOIBCY TO THE Hll I ‘ARY. 

5. THE CREDIBILITY QUESTION IS COMPLICATED IN THE 
VIEW OF OTHER POLITICAL OBSERVERS BY THE FACT THAT 
EACH Of THE ARMED SERVICES AND THE POLICE FORCES 
HARBOR INCRIMINATING EVIDENCE RECORDING THE OTHER 


7. EMBASSY COMMENT: 

CONSIDERATION OF CONOONING 
THE MILITARY FOR THE ENTIRE RANGE OF ITS ANT I - 
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES SNOWS THE PRICE WHICH SOME 
OF ARGENTINA'S POLITICAL LEADERS MAY BE WILL IMG ID 
PAY TO SMOOTH THE MILITARY'S RETURN PATH TO THE 
BARRACKS. AT PRESENT UE BELIEVE THESE DISCUSSIONS 
ARE BEING HELO ONLY AMONG THE POLITICIANS. THE 
MILITARY'S PLANNING HORI7CH IS STILL TOO LONG FOR 
THEIR ACTIVE CONCERN AND PARTICIPATION OH THIS 
ISSUE. THE FACT THAT CONDONATION FOR THE MILITARY 
IS AGAIN BE INC OISCOSSEO MAY SAT MORE ABOUT THE 
POLITICIAN'S VIEW THAT THE V10ELA-VIOLA GOVERNMENT 
IS IN SERIOUS TR0U8LE THAT IT DOES ABOUT QUESTIONS 
OF FUTURE JUSTICE. OPINION HERE IS THAT SEVERAL 
STAGES MUST BE PASSED BEFORE CIVILIANS ONCE AGAIN 
RUN THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT, NO REALISTIC PERSON 
BELIEVES HERE THAT VIOELA ANO VIOLA WILL BE REPLACED 
BY A CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT --ONLY THAT THEIR DEPARTURE 
BRINGS THIS UlflMArC EVENT CLOSER. ENO COMfltHT. 
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